BRITISH  EMPIRE   IN  ASIA
hands of Europeans. None of these representative men are colonists, any more than the members of the garrison, which is constantly changing. They are simply birds of passage, temporary dwellers in an enervating climate, which necessitates periodical visits to a temperate zone.
Europeans, even more than the Chinese, or any other immigrants, are in the Straits to work, but they manage to amuse themselves, when they can find
the time, with cricket, football, golf, polo, horse-racing, shooting, tennis, rowing, swimming, and, indoors, with dancing and billiards. In defiance of the sun, cricket matches are played all day. Otherwise, all the men are supposed to work from an early hour till 5 p.m., when they rush off to get the form of exercise which appeals most to each individual. European ladies have enough to do at home in the heat of the day, but the afternoons find most of
AMONG   THE   PEPPER   VINES   OF   THE   SPICY    EAST
Penang and Singapore produce most of the world's pepper supply.   In cultivation the vines are
trained over rough-barked tree-stumps and produce two crops a year, gathered, if black pepper
is desired, when the berries are full grown, but before the fruit is quite mature.   The finer, but less
pungent, white pepper is prepared from the ripe fruit